
 

 

2020 Vision 

 

Foreword 

The impact the human race is having on our world’s environment is becoming increasingly 

apparent, with an increase in extreme weather and the proliferation of pollutants in the 

atmosphere from chemicals to plastics. 

To reduce our impact on the environment we have to reduce our use of valuable natural 

resources, transition from a throwaway culture and simply make things last longer. 

As FIRA celebrates 70 years since the inception of the Association, it has teamed up with 

Clerkenwell Design Week to launch an exciting design competition – 2020 Vision. 

The challenge of this design competition, using imagination, knowledge of materials and 

design to deliver an idea for an item of furniture for the commercial sector that is 

remanufactured or remanufacturable.   

We hope that you feel inspired to take up the challenge and submit a high quality, innovative 

and exciting concept – and if the fun of entering isn’t enough, perhaps the £5000 prize fund 

will help stimulate your creative juices. 

Phil Reynolds. Chief Operating Officer. Furniture Industry Research Association 
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The brief 

The brief for this design competition is deliberately imprecise. We want to encourage 

creativity and invention in reducing the impact of furniture on the world.  

You should deliver an idea for an item of furniture for the commercial sector (i.e. office, 

workspace, hospitality etc.). 

Creativity and imagination are actively encouraged. However, your design concept is 

expected to fall into one of the following categories: 

 A new piece of furniture capable of being reused, remanufactured or repurposed; 

 An existing product/material (whether furniture or not) that can be reused, 

remanufactured or repurposed as a piece of furniture for its second life. 

Within this you may wish to consider issues such as: 

 Innovative materials; 

 Design for remanufacture; 

 The use of materials and resources, whether in the design or manufacture of the 

product. 

We would encourage you to look at manufacturability as there may be the opportunity to 

have the winning design manufactured. 

Submissions must be made in PDF format, be the equivalent size of 4 x A3 documents and 

incorporate:  

 An explanation of the concept, design and thought process including relevant 

research 

 Final design board and concept illustrations 

 Additional images and/or supporting documents, e.g. detailed illustrations of critical 

elements within the concept  

The total file size must not exceed 7Mb  

Note: drawings, photographs or other images in PDF format are all acceptable media 

Entries will be assessed by a panel of judges and a shortlist compiled. 

The winning entries will be displayed during the 2020 Clerkenwell Design Week.  

 

Timescales 

February 28th 2020 Submission of entries 

May 19th to 21st 2020 Clerkenwell Design Week – Shortlisted entries on display  

May 19th 2020  Clerkenwell Design Week – Winners announced  
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Awards 

A prize fund totalling £5,000 is available, awarded at the judge’s discretion. 

Other prizes may be available.  

 

Further information 

The FIRA web site will provide useful background information and may assist you with your 

preliminary research: 

www.fira.co.uk/designcomp 

 

Eligibility 

The competition is open to designers with less than 3 years in the furniture industry and all 

undergraduate students studying on furniture, design or architecture related courses in a UK 

university. You may submit an individual entry or you may enter as a small team of up to two 

members.  

No family member or staff from the sponsor(s) or judges, nor any partner, associate or 

employee from their companies or practices shall be eligible for entry into the competition 

nor may they help a competitor.  

 

How to Enter 

Competitors must be able to satisfy the judges that they are the bona fide authors of the 

submissions. 

The organisers cannot be held responsible for the loss of any submissions. 

Design entries must be received by 5.00 pm on Friday 28th February 2020, together with the 

Entry Form and Authorship Declaration. 

If your entry is shortlisted you will be advised in, or before, the week commencing 20th April 

2020 

We will provide details of the Clerkenwell event to you at that stage.  

Any entry shall be excluded from the competition if: 

 The entry is received after the competition closing date 

 The competitor attempts to influence either directly or indirectly the decision of the 

judges. 

 In the opinion of the judges, the design does not substantially meet the requirements 

of the brief. 

Only one copy of each competitor’s/team’s design is to be sent using email to 

info@fira.co.uk with the e mail header stating 2020 Vision. 

www.fira.co.uk/designcomp

