
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to engage with Government on Rules of Origin and its impact 
on the Furniture industry. 
 
Rules of Origin establish processes to define the economic nationality of a good and 
therefore whether it meets the criteria for zero or reduced tariff rates in a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). Rules of Origin are included in all FTAs - for example under the EU’s FTA 
with Canada (CETA), Polymers exported from Canada to the EU must have changed tariff 
code and/or had over 50% of their value added within Canada in order to be eligible for a 
tariff reduction.  
 
There are currently no Rules of Origin requirements in EU-UK trade due to the UK’s 
membership of the EU Customs Union. Under the Government’s proposed Facilitated 
Customs Arrangement (outlined in the July White Paper) there will be no routine 
requirements for Rules of Origin on UK-EU trade, however businesses will use Rules of 
Origin to access lower UK tariffs on rest of the world inputs when exporting to the EU. These 
rules will also need to be agreed in any other free trade deal that the UK agrees with 
another country. 
 
There are 118 different product lines with tariffs ranging from 0% to 6.7% in the Furniture 
sector, many of which have different rules. 
 
BEIS Officials would like to speak to as many businesses as possible to ensure that the 
negotiating position that the UK Government takes on Rules of Origin products reflects UK 
business’s needs. 
 
To that end, we ask that you please complete the below questionnaire as fully as possible. 
The person in your business responsible for rules of origin, supply chains, or exporting 
products may be best placed to complete it. If you would prefer to discuss this 
questionnaire or any other Rules of Origin/Brexit related matter on the phone, we are more 
than happy to arrange this. 
 
The information collected is for internal, policy-making purposes only. It will not be 
referenced in any public documents or speeches, unless you provide explicit consent for 
this to happen.   
 
Please return as soon as possible to: 
 
sed@beis.gov.uk 
 

 

Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:sed@beis.gov.uk


Questionnaire  
 
Please answer the below four questions. There is a table at the bottom which can be filled in to 
answer all points.  
  
 
 

1. Product HS codes    
What are your main products that you currently manufacture?  Please provide the tariff code (also 
known as HS code) for each product, preferably at 6 digit level. 
 

Example: Mattress supports; articles of bedding and similar furnishing: 940421 

Guidance on HS codes can be found at https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections   
   
 
 

2. Value breakdown   
For each product/HS code, can you give an estimated breakdown of where value is added in 
production? This should be given as a percentage of the total ex-work price - the value of the 
product as it leaves production. 
 

Example: “10% of value is imported materials from the EU (France); 5% is imported materials from 
the US; 55% is materials from the UK; and 30% is value added in UK production.  
  
 
 

3. What is the Rule you currently use?  
If you currently use rules of origin, do you know which rule(s) applies to your product, to make it UK 
originating?  
 

Example: For Electric table, desk, bedside or floor-standing lamps (tariff code 940520) over 50% of 
the ex-work price must be from UK content for it to be considered ‘UK originating’. 
For Swivel seats with variable height adjustment (tariff code 940130) the rule requires a change 
in tariff code (CTC) to be considered ‘UK originating’.  
  
 
 

4. Where do you distribute your product?  
Please list your main export markets.   
 

Example: Product 940210 is exported to Germany (roughly 20%), the France (roughly 20%), Jordan 
(roughly 5%) and the rest in the UK (roughly 55%).   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/trade-tariff/sections


HS code of finished 
product 
(tariff code)  

Content 
breakdown (%) – 
for materials 
and labour costs 
(ex-works price)  

If known, what 
rules are used 
(CTC, VA?)  

Product destinations 
(%)  

Other  

123456  30% UK Materials  

30% UK Labour 
costs   

 20% EU Materials  

 10% Jordan 
Materials  

 10% USA 
Materials  

Value add – 50% 
rule  

UK – 20%  

EU (broken down if 
known) – 50%  

China – 10%  

USA – 10%  

South Korea – 10%  

Any other relevant 
information 
or comment  

               
               
               
   
   
 
 
 
 
 

    

   
 


